
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2022 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young 

 

GUESTS 

Attorney Joseph McNeil 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:05 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it would be 
significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. Alex McHenry 
made the motion and Brian Minier seconded, a roll call vote was held, and all were in favor. The 
Board requested that David Young and Attorney Joseph McNeil attend executive session.  
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, and Support 

Staff 

In: 6:05 p.m. 

Out: 7:02 p.m. 

No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 7:02 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree, Carter 

Higgins 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young, Delina Gilroy, Violet Nichols 

 
GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

3 guests 

 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. 

 

Comments and Questions from the Public 

There were none. 

 

Amendments to the Agenda 

There were none. 
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Announcements/Student Representative Report 

• Friday, January 28 Covid-19 antigen tests were distributed to all students in the district for 

at-home testing. 

• Course selection for 9-11th grade students launched on PowerSchool on Sunday, January 

30 and will be open until Sunday, February 6. 

• Quarter 2 report cards for 9-12 graders were published yesterday on PowerSchool. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Covid-19 Update 

David Young sent an update to all staff and board members this afternoon on where we are with 

Test to Stay (TTS). Today was the last day of the TTS program for students. All students were 

distributed two take-home antigen tests and are encouraged to test at home if they are close 

contacts before coming to school. He said infection rates are coming down. The district will 

continue with staff testing next week from 3-4:15 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday.  

 

Laura Rowntree said board members have received questions about masking and she asked 

for an update on masking. David Young said the district is following the guidance provided by 

the Agency of Education and the Vermont Department of Health. The district will continue 

masking until the district receives different guidance. We still have a younger population of 

children in the schools who have not had the opportunity for vaccination. Masks have proven to 

be a great mitigation measure. 

 

Vaccine Mandate 

David Young said the district will not be collecting the vaccine status of employees. He will 

provide vaccine percentages soon from the Agency of Education. 

 

Impact Fee 

Jonathan Slason from RSG is conducting an impact fee study to look at the impact of enrollment 

increases on the district and how an impact fee might be collected to help offset some of the 

expenses associated with increased enrollment. The committee will meet in the next two weeks. 

David Young hopes to provide an update at the next board meeting. 

 

Executive Director of Equity Hiring Update 

Violet Nichols said the team has targeted the week of March 7 for interviews. The committee 

has been convened and they are currently receiving training and getting some shared language 

around definitions about interviewing candidates. Violet commended the process that David 

Young has established for this work and stated, “he is doing some thoughtful and intentional 

work.” It is not often that we see this kind of training for interview committee work.  

 

Executive Director of Educational Support Systems Hiring Update 

Violet Nichols said she is heading this committee and first round interviews are tomorrow with 

final interviews scheduled for February 9. The tentative timeline is to bring this new hire to the 

school board for the February 16 board meeting. 

 

FHT Middle School Principal Hiring Update 

David Young said that former High School Assistant Principal, Patrick Phillips, is leading this 

hiring committee. The committee is formed and they held the first meeting this week. 
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Bridget Burkhardt asked if these committees need to have board representation on them? David 

Young outlined the hiring process for the positions.  

 

Next Steps at the Elementary Schools to Deal with Urgent Enrollment 

Situation/Enrollment Committee Update 

David Young said his next meeting with the Enrollment Committee is February 8. The mobile 

office trailers have been ordered for Orchard School and Rick Marcotte Central School to ease 

overcrowding and should arrive by the end of the month. For next school year the committee is 

looking at other options including additional trailers. 

 

Laura Rowntree asked if this meeting is something she and Carter Higgins should attend for the 

upcoming Other Paper article. The district will warn the February 8 Enrollment Committee 

meeting so more than two board members can attend. 

 

City/School Update 

David Young said the school and city’s next meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 4. 

 

Executive Limitations Policy Monitoring – 1.0 Global Ends 

Violet Nichols answered questions board members had about the Global Ends Monitoring 

Report presented at the previous board meeting. Board members and a community member 

asked several questions. The monitoring report was approved as presented. Bridget Burkhardt 

and David Young thanked Violet for the detailed presentation. 

 

Community Engagement 

Recent community engagement activities 

David Young held a budget Q&A session on Tuesday evening from 6-7 p.m. He said about 10-

15 people attend the session, he held a meeting at the Pines yesterday with about 8 people 

attending, and PTO meetings were held this evening. David outlined the remaining upcoming 

meetings. 

 

The board received the budget flyer from Christa Chambers in the Office of Finance and 

Operations for review and submission to the Other Paper. 

 

Other Paper Articles 

Alex McHenry said he submitted an article to the paper on Friday about the District Ends. The 

next article on Enrollment for February will be written by Laura Rowntree and Carter Higgins. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt said that the Other Paper article for March is usually on the outcome of the 

budget vote. She suggested that this be recorded in the minutes for the new board members to 

consider for the March Other Paper article. 

 

Budget Timeline and Communication Plan 

Ballots for absentee voting will be available starting next week on February 9 so one week from 

today you can go to city hall and vote in person while the city clerk’s office is open or request an 

absentee ballot via the Secretary of State’s website. Alex McHenry said you can also call the 

city clerk’s office for an absentee ballot. 
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Agenda Planning - Set agenda for February 16, 2022 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the February 16 meeting.  

 

Bridget Burkhardt said the board needs to add an action item to the February 16 board meeting 

for discussion and action on superintendent evaluation. 

 

Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Minutes of Meeting of December 27, 2021 and January 19, 2022 

The minutes were approved as presented. 

 

Approval of AP Order #26 and #27 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Orders #26 and #27.  

 

The consent agenda was approved by consensus.  

 

AP Check to Howard Center for $75,467.44 

Brian Minier made the motion to approve the AP Order check to the Howard Center in the 

amount of $75,467.44. Alex McHenry seconded the motion. A roll call vote was held. All were in 

favor. The motion passed. 

 

Adjournment 

Brian Minier made the motion to adjourn and Dr. Travia Childs seconded the motion. A roll call 

vote was held. The motion passed.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:48 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


